News  and  Views  of  the  Founder  Fellowship 


THE  AMERICAN  YOUTH  FOUNDATION,  3930  Lindell  Boulevard,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 


The  1939  Christian  Leadership  Training  Camps  of  The  American  Youth  Foundation  have 
achieved  historical  significance  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  were  the  first  camps 
of  the  second  quarter  century  of  Founder  camp  history. 

To  John  L.  Alexander,  Kin ji-gissis,  the  first  director  of  The  American  Youth  Foun¬ 
dation,  belongs  the  credit  for  conceiving  and  developing  the  camp-conference  plan 
of  training  youth  for  Christian  leadership.  The  "camp"  idea  of  training  was  a  nat¬ 
ural  development  of  Kinji’s  oxperience  in  the  field  of  camping  during  the  period  of 
1908-11  when  he  and  the  writer  were  associated  in  the  YMCA  work  in  Philadelphia  and 
in  Boy  Scout  work  in  the  national  headquarters  of  the  organization  in  New  York 
City.  In  the  course  of  one  summer  in  the  YMCA  in  Philadelphia  some  thirty  differ¬ 
ent  caraping  projects  were  organized  including  a  ’’hike-camp”  under  the  writer’s  di¬ 
rection  -  a  hike  of  132  miles  from  Philadelphia  to  the  Gettysburg  battlefield. 

The  first  camp-conferences  were  held  in  1914  at  Conference  Point,  Lake  Geneva,  Wis¬ 
consin.  At  that  time  Kinji  was  the  "teen-age”  or  Secondary  Division  Superintendent 
of  the  International  Sunday  School  Association,  Minisino  was  the  chairman  of  the 
Secondary  Division  Committee,  Dad  Waite  was  a  member  of  the  International  Committee 
of  the  YMCA,  and  the  writer  was  associated  with  Kinji  in  the  "teen-age  work"  cover¬ 
ing  the  Ontario,  Canada  field.  Kinji,  Minisino,  and  the  writer  were  in  attendance 
at  the  first  camps.  Dad  first  attended  the  camps  in  1915,  Of  the  present  current 
leadership  of  the  Founder  camps  the  only  other  1939  leader  who  was  in  attendance 
at  the  1914  camps  is  Mrs.  Loran  B.  (Elsie  Clark)  Cockrell  who  was  one  of  the  first- 
year  campers.  The  1914  camps  were  attended  by  thirty-seven  boys  and  forty-nine 
girls. 
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For  the  first  eleven  years,  1914-24,  the  Founder  camps  continued  to  meet  at  Lake 
Geneva.  In  1924  The  American  Youth  Foundation  was  organized  with  Wm.  H.  Danforth 
as  its  president;  John  L.  Alexander,  director;  and  R.  a.  Waite  and  P.  G.  Orwig,  as¬ 
sociate  directors.  In  1930  Miss  Marie  E.  Shaver  (Horace)  joined  the  staff  of  the 
Foundation* 

In  1925  the  Foundation  purchased  200  acres  of  land  in  the  heart  of  Michigan* s  famed 
wooded  sand  dunes  and  there  built  Camp  Miniwanca.  The  property  has  three  water- 

|  fronts,  being  bounded  on  the  west'  by  Lake  Michigan,  on  the  east  by  Stony  Lake  and  on 

j  the  north  by  Stony  Creek. 

I  x  -  •"  7  .  , 

j  In  that  same  year  through  the  initial  gift  of  Lyford  A*  Merrow,  one  of  the  original 

|  trustees  of  The  American  Youth  Foundation,  the  organization  acquired  more  than  200 
acres  of  beautiful  camping  property  in  the  Ossipee  Mountains  of  New  Hampshire  on 
Danhole  Pond  (Lake  to  other  than  New  Englanders).  The  eastern  camp  property  has 
since  been  increased  to  more  than  700  acres.  Camp  Merrowvista,  so  named  in  honor  of 
Lyford  A*  Merrow,  also  was  built  in  1925. 

| 

Including  the  tent  platform  housing  units  there  are  now  more  than  150  building  units 
on  the  two  camp  properties.  Each  summer  the  Founder  camps  are  attended  by  more  than 
1200  young  people  and  leaders.  With  the  exception  of  three  or  four  states  practic¬ 
ally  every  state  in  the  Union  and  a  number  of  Canadian  provinces  are  represented  in 
each  year’s  camps.  The  young  people  are  a  true  cross-section  of  American  youth  com¬ 
ing  as  they  do  from  homes,  high  schools,  colleges,  churches,  youth  organizations  and 
places  of  business.  Upwards  of  20,000  young  people  and  leaders  have  been  enrolled 
in  the  Founder  camps  during  the  twenty-five  years  of  their  history.  Founder  campers 
are  to  be  found  in  all  parts’ of  the  world  and  practically  every  profession  and  life 
calling  has  in  it  some  representatives  of  the  Founder  fellowship. 

The  camp  program  is  basically  the  same  as  it  was  in  1914  when  the  camps  were  first 
organized.  There  is  still  the  same  fundamental  emphasis  on  balanced  fourfold  de¬ 
velopment  -  living  up  to  one’s  best  physically,  mentally,  socially  and  religiously. 
There  is  however  a  broader  interpretation  of  leadership  training  than  in  the  early 
days  of  the  camp  when  the  chief  purpose  was  to  train  young  people  for  leadership  in 
the  field  of  organized  Christian  education.  Today  the  emphasis  is  on  training 
Christian  leaders  for  all  of  life’s  callings. 

Thus  The  American  Youth  Foundation  is  entering  into  its  second  quarter  century  of 
Founder  camping  history  with  a  great  heritage  of  tradition  and  an  unequalled  record 
in  the  field  of  Christian  leadership  training  work  for  youth.  The  1939  graduating 
classes  were  among  the  largest  in  Founder  camp  history  and  the  gross  enrolment  also 
placed  the  1939  camps  in  the  category  of  "one  of  the  greatest  seasons". 

The  1914  camps,  the  camps  of  the  first  year  of  the  first  quarter  century  of  Founder 
history,  had  a  gross  enrolment  of  115  campers  and  leaders.  The  1939  camps,  the 
first  camps  of  the  second  quarter  century  of  camp  history,  had  a  gross  enrolment  of 
1230  campers  and  leaders. 


What  of  the  future?  How  great  is  our  faith? 


'D 
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MINIS INO’S  MESSAGE 


(On  the  occasion  of  his  69th  birthday) 
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Back  in  the  country  whenever  I  had  a  birthday ,  my  dear  old  sainted  mother  always 
said  to  me  something  like  this;  ’’Willie,  you  are  nine  years  old  today.  Remember 
now  that  you  are  going  on  ten.’’ 

When  a  man  reaches  his  sixty-ninth  birthday,  as  I  have,  and  is  ’’going  on  seventy", 
he  is  entitled  to  certain  privileges  not  accorded  a  younger  man.  He  may,  for  in¬ 
stance,  presume  upon  his  years  to  discuss  with  his  business  family  and  intimate 
friends  the  matter  of  LIVING  from  a  very  personal  but  practical  viewpoint.  Certain¬ 
ly  if  I  have  discovered  anything  that  makes  Life  more  worthwhile,  it  is  my  respon- 
aibility  to  share  my  experience  with  others. 

LIVING  is  such  a  thrilling  adventure  to  me  that  I  long  to  get  over  to  others  some 
secrets  that  I  have  discovered.  I  feel  that  I  have  found  a  great  treasure  located 
right  in  my  backyard,  and  also  in  the  backyard  of  everybody  I  know,  and  I  should  be 
rushing  breathlessly  from  door  to  door  to  tell  them  about  it.  So,  whether  you  are 
a  young  man  or  young  woman  just  starting  out  in  this  great  adventure,  or  whether  you 
are  in  middle  age  with  the  responsibility  of  business  leadership  or  homemaking  on 
your  shoulders,  or  whether  you  are  in  the  autumn  of  life,  I  want  to  share  with  you 
some  simple  fundamental  rules  which  I  feel  work  in  life’s  great  adventure. 

Along  the  trail  of  life  I  have  always  tried  to  be  three  people.  There  have  been 
many  forks  in  the  road  where  decision  has  been  necessary.  At  times  I  call  in  my 
Yesterday,  the  voice  of  Experience,  which  recalls  both  defeats  and  victories.  It 
says,  ’’Anyone  can  travel  the  easy  way.  The  fun  however  is  in  getting  to  destination 
which  often  means  a  hard  climb  over  many  obstacles."  Ydien  my  Yesterday  says:  "Take 
this  fork",  I  take  it  because  I  believe  Experience  is  a  wise  teacher.  Later  on  I 
come  to  other  forks  in  my  road.  Then  my  Tomorrow  comes  to  my  rescue  and  because  of 
its  Vision  directs  me  toward  my  goal.  But  it  takes  my  third  self.  Action,  to  make 
me  follow  the  direction  that  the  Experience  of  Yesterday  and  the  Vision  of  Tomorrow 
point  out.  These  three  ...  Yesterday,  Tomorrow,  and  Action  ...  have  helped  me  work 
out  a  life  philosophy  which  is  an  all-embracing  Religion  with  a  Fourfold  program  to 
keep 

My  body  strong  (fight  weakness) 

My  mind  alert  (fight  ignorance) 

My  personality  agreeable  (fight  a  grouch) 

My  character  upright  through  Truth,  Honesty,  Purity, 

Unselfishness,  and  a  deep  Faith  in  God  (fight  sin) 

To  sum  it  all  up,  to  me,  body,  mind,  personaltiy,  character,  home,  church,  business, 
and  in  fact  every  activity  of  life  is  Religion  -  all  together  with  one  great  obses¬ 
sion  to  bring  the  Kingdom  of  God  here  on  earth. 

What  next?  That’s  the  question  I’m  asking  myself.  My  answer  is:  More  health,  more 
knowledge,  more  personality,  more  character  -  all  material  but  all  spiritual  -  that 
in  the  year  ahead  in  some  small  way  my  life  may  make  some  worthy  contribution  to  the 
coming  of  the  Kingdom.  As  I  look  inward  at  my  resources  and  outward  at  the  work 
that  awaits  me,  my  vision  must  not  slip  away.  So  together,  whether  we  look  forward 
or  backward,  or  inward  or  outward,  may  we  ever  look  upward  to  catch  the  Radiance  of 
daily  living. 


4 


HIGHLIGHTS  OF  MINIWAUCA  1939  OLDER  GIRLS  CHiMP  -  Jean  Reed 

Someone  should  have  warned  me  that  speaking  out  of  turn  on  that  certain  morning  was 
dangerous;  not  that  I’d  have  kept  still  anyway  perhaps  for  some  way  I  canTt.  Only 
sometimes  you  don’t  know  quite  where  to  "begin.  I  can  remember  so  many  things  we 
did  and  so  many  things  we  saw,  and  I  know  at  the  time  we  did  or  saw  them  that  cer¬ 
tain  thing  was  the  most  fun  or  the  most  impressive  of  all. 

How  many  of  you  had  been  to  a  real  honest-to-goodness  barn  dance  before  you  came  to 
camp?  Minnie  Maude  sure  could  get  the  bunch  going.  In  fact  I  think  she  must  have 
almost  as  much  genius  for  getting  everyone  to  do  something  as  Wadjepi.  If  you  don’t 
agree  with  me  just  recall  a  few  of  those  morning  dips  and  exercises.  My  bed  always 
felt  so  good!  And  wasn’t  it  Minnie  Maude  who  kept  those  tribal  games  going  fast  and 
furious?  Sure  it  was ! 

Our  campfires  with  their  stunts  and  songs  are  a 
highlight  in  memory.  Tho  little  fires  burning 
along  the  beach  and  nearby  dunes  looked  very  in- 

- M-yjr  viting  reminding  us  of  the  Indian  fires  that  may 

-  have  burned  there  long  ago.  Do  you  suppose  the 

^  /  '*  ' ' “  ‘ antelope  steaks  broiled  over  those  other  fires 
were  quite  as  full  of  sand  as  the  steak  I  ate? 

I’m  glad  sand  is  supposed  to  be  cleanl 

I  wish  it  were  possible  to  have  pictures  other  than  those  in  our  memories  of  the 
flashlight  parade  from  Vesper  Dune.  That  thought  brings  another  of  those  unforget- 
able  and  always  challenging  services  on  the  dune  that  overlooks  the  lake  and  from 
where  we  could  watch  the  sun  dip  slowly  beyond  the  horizon.  Another  memory  that 
will  strengthen  us  in  these  trying  times  is  that  of  the  meeting  on  the  summit  of 
"Old  Baldy"  where  we  heard  Minisino  in  a  stirring  and  different  manner  dare  us  to 
be  true  to  our  best  selves  and  use  our  talents  to  the  best  advantage. 

"Owa  tagoo  Siam."  Remember?  Anyway  I’ll  bet  some  of  you  do.  And  if  you  forget  to 
stamp  your  letters  this  winter  or  leave  your  coat  somewhere  you  shouldn’t,  maybe 
Wadjepi  should  make  the  rounds  of  some  United  States  colleges  and  offer  his  services 
as  chief  organizer  of  that  famous  clan  of  -  well  you  know  what  I  mean. 

Saxie  sure  enough  can  make  things  run  like  clockwork.  That  swimming  meet  went  off 
the  fastest  of  any  I’ve  ever  seen  -  and  I’ve  seen  lots  of  them.  Incidentally,  I 
want  to  give  some  of  you  girls  a  well-deserved  pat  on  tho  back  for  real  sportman- 
ship.  It  sure  takes  a  lot  of  courage  to  learn  to  dive  one  day  and  enter  a  contest 
the  next. 

"Where’s  my  bathing  suit?  Will  you  sit  on  my  suitcase  while  I  lock  it?  I  do  want 
your  name  and  address  before  you  go.  Don’t  forget  to  write  me.  See  you  next  sum¬ 
mer."  All  these  are  some  familiar  bits  of  the  last  minutes  in  camp.  The  bus  is 
filled  with  passengers  who  turn  back  for  a  last  glimpse  of  Stony  Lake  with  its  white 
sails,  as  they  are  carried  homeward  after  a  vacation  that  will  never  be  forgotten. 


Memories  of  Dawn’s  misty  newness. 
Dreams  of  the  days  full  of  cheer, 
Thoughts  of  the  intimate  campfires. 
Linger  with  us  through  the  year. 


Hearts  filled  with  new  inspiration. 
Minds  filled  with  purpose  more  true, 
These  are  the  things  Miniwunca 
Gave  to  both  me  and  to  you. 


HIGHLIGHTS  OF  MINDVANCA  1959  OLDER  BOYS  CAMP  -  Wm.  C.  Acosta 

What  a  splendid  feeling  to  shake  the  hand  of  some  old  friend  whom  you  hadnTt  seen 
for  a  whole  year!  My  goodness  but  camp  got  under  way  mighty  fast  this  year.  Wad- 
jepi’s  talk  at  Vespers  had  a  mighty  ring  to  it.  And.  what  a  barn  dance!  Multitudes 
of  hula-hulas,  gobs  and  their  dates,  the 
mountaineers  with  hairy  ears,  circus  gals, 
and  giants  from  the  heart  of  Africa,  lit¬ 
tle  Frankie  with  her  coy  ways,'Frisco  Sal 
with  her  devastating  eyes  and  her  partner 
the  giant  in  disguise.  And  those  YB  lead¬ 
ers  -  Jim  Bell  yelled  himself  hoarse  at 
them  that  night. 

Nights’  doings  were  all  just  grand  -  Little  Abner  with  his  MWal,  I  do  declare”,  and 
game  of  buzz-z-z,  low  council,  flashlight  relay,  tent  parties,  movies,  class  night, 
rodeo,  and  Dad’s  spelling  match.  Tent  party  to  me  was  a  standout.  I  think  all  of 
us  felt  that  we  knew  one  another  better  than  ever  and  everyone  had  some  interesting 
thought  or  experience.  Dr.  Lowe’s  late  vesper  talk  was  a  fitting  close  to  one  per¬ 
fect  night. 

A1  did  a  great  job  of  bringing  through  the  life-savers.  And  those  boys  on  the 
waterfront  deserve  a  real  hand  -  it  was  a  real  job  to  take  that  duty  over.  Hitting 
the  breakers  in  the  big  lake  was  pure  sport.  The  water  for  a  couple  of  days  was  so 
doggone  cold  you  felt  like  you  were  a  walking  icebox.  Say,  didn’t  the  dog  court  do 
a  good  job!  There  was  a  noticeable  increase  in  those  who  took  the  dip. 

Did  you  know  that  Joe  actually  had  to  figure  out  just  where  he  was  going  to  place 
all  those  teams?  Imagine  Rog’s  job  of  being  the  record-keeper  for  such  a  bunch! 
Vespers  was  certainly  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  parts  in  the  day  ...  Vesper  Dune, 

I  am  sure,  holds  many  memories  for  the  thousands  of  Founders  who  have  watched  glor¬ 
ious  sunsets  and  heard  inspiring  messages  while  they  have  been  its  guests. 

Time  went  so  quickly  this  year.  Sunday  morning  found  an  atmosphere  of  tremendous 
hurry  pervading  the  whole  camp.  Streams  of  fellows  poured  into  the  Tipi  and  under 
the  Eating  Lodge  with  cots  and  mats  and  pillows.  Flag  raising  came,  then  everyone 
fairly  rushed  into  the  big  Council  Circle  for  the  awards  and  recognition  service. 
Those  potent  Nava joes  did  hug  the  shield  after  all.  Some  of  the  things  that  the 
boys  said  there  struck  home  with  me.  How* d  you  feel?  Sort  of  made  it  hard  to 
breathe,  didn’t  it?  I  know  everyone  must  have  felt  rather  humble  when  he  received 
his  recognition  emblem  for  his  particular  year  in  camp  especially  remembering  that 
he  has  Founder  friends  all  over  the  world.  All  of  us  fourth-year  fellows  felt  like 
we  had  thousand-dollar  diamonds  on  our  fingers. 

Commencement  was  beautiful.  Dr.  Lowe  gave  us  a  great  challenge.  I  daresay  that 
few  commencements  have  had  the  closeness  of  collaboration  which  our  rustic  decora¬ 
tive  motif  had  with  our  Christian  theme  -  thanks  to  Ken  Schaefer  and  his  Topakees. 
Yes,  we’re  graduates  -  we’re  among  those  in  that  growing  Lodge  of  a  Thousand,  and  we 
feel  the  privilege  and  humility  that  comes  with  it. 

Those  who  had  long  trips  ahead  began  to  leave  camp  even  before  we  ate.  And  then 
came  the  parting  -  firm  handclasps,  strong  friendships,  the  hope  of  seeing  each 
other  again,  goodby  to  our  many  friends  -  thus  the  end  of  a  great  camp. 
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HIGHLIGHTS  OF  MINIWANCA  1959  YOUNGER  GIRLS  CAMP  -  Marvbelle  Brainhall 


» 

Speaking  not  only  for  myself  but  for  nearly  every  Younger  Girl  camper,  ITd  say  that 
this  year’s  camping  season  was  "tops" I  Never  has  there  been  such  a  peppy,  enthusi¬ 
astic  and  fine  bunch  of  girls  representing  fifteen  states,  a  crew  of  thirty-six  of 
the  swellest  leaders  ever,  and  four  Pathfinders  and  four  Pacemakers  who  were  right 
"on  the  ball”  every  minute. 

Besides  packing  in  Christian  Ideals,  assemblies,  swimming,  tennis,  boating,  crafts, 
tribal  games  and  our  lovely  Vesper  service,  there  were  always  the  surprise  "nights’ 
doings"  which  really  ended  the  day  just  right.  I’ll  never  forget  the  time  the 
j horses  started  to  run  away  on  a  hayride,  and  the  visit  to  Minisino’s  for  ice  cream 
j  cones,  or  that  lovely  Sunday  night  that  we  took  a  moonlight  dip  and  slept  on  the 
j  beach.  And,  oh  dear,  I  mustn’t  fail  to  mention  that  memorable  trip  to  Little  Point 
|  Sable  on  which  Betty  Ann  Orwig,  Janie  Harting  and  Laura  Mae  Proctor  practically  made 
a  record.  Oh,  how  my  feet  groaned  when  I  got  back  to  good  old  Miniwanca! 

During  the  last  two  weeks  of  camp  the  girls  had  the  fun  of  producing  a  campers’  fro¬ 
lic  which  we  think  went  over  pretty  well  -  at  least  everyone  was  nice  enough  to  tell 
us  so.  And  of  course  that  famous  "Begin  the  Beguine"  finale  will  never  be  forgot¬ 
ten.  Camp  ended  up  this  year  with  a  bang  with  the  best  mixed  banquet  in  the  history j 
of  the  camps  and  a  lovely  pageant  put  on  by  the  girls  and  written  and  directed  by 
Mrs.  "K"  Kerr. 

HIGHLIGHTS  OF  MINIWANCA  1959  YOUNGER  BOYS  CAMP  -  Loy  Ledbetter 

The  1939  season  of  the  Younger  Boys  Camp  brought  with  it  new  counselors,  new  sports, 
new  activities  and  new  campers. 

Ralph  I-ohrey,  the  new  athletic  director,  introduced  many  new  games  such  as  badmin¬ 
ton,  box  hockey,  dart  baseball,  fizz  ball,  and  paddle  tennis.  There  was  something 
doing  all  the  time  because  the  boys  enjoyed  playing  these  games  -  the  most  popular 
being  badminton  and  paddle  tennis.  A  baseball  diamond  was  made  Y/ith  the  help  of  all 
the  campers.  Some  of  the  boys  worked  hard  cleaning  away  brush,  logs,  and  stumps. 

Even  though  it  was  hard  work  it  was  fun  getting  the  place  ready. 

We  took  two  hikes  this  summer.  The  one  to  Jackson  Steps,  which  is  three  miles  down 

the  beach,  was  overnight.  We  left  camp  early  in  the  afternoon  and  when  we  arrived 
at  the  Steps  some  of  the  boys  had  fun  blocking  up  a  creek.  An  interesting  thing  of 
the  afternoon  was  the  sighting  of  a  bald  eagle.  Two  of  the  boys  brought  along  their 
portable  radios  and  that  night  we  listened  to  the  Louis-Galento  fight.  The  other 
was  a  hike  up  the  beach  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  All  the  boys  had  fun  playing  on 

the  sand  dunes.  After  supper  we  had  Vespers  and  then  returned  to  camp. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  spots  in  our  camp  is  Cedar  Sands  Theater  where  the  plays 
are  given.  Four  plays  were  produced  this  year  under  the  direction  of  Barney  Blake- 
more  the  co-director  of  the  camp.  These  plays  of  four  different  types  were  very  en¬ 
tertaining,  especially  the  last  one,  "The  Late  Captain  Scarface  Crow".  This  last 
play  was  most  amusing  because  some  of  the  boys  forgot  their  lines  and  had  to  ad  lib. 
The  corpse  in  one  spot  had  trouble  playing  dead  which  added  to  the  fun. 

It  was  a  busy  summer  with  both  work  and  play.  All  the  campers  are  looking  forward 
to  next  summer  at  Miniwanca. 
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THE  1939  OLDER  BOYS  CAMP  was  a  memorable  one.  Nine  states  were  represented  by  as 
lively  and  friendly  a  group  as  has  ever  been  at  Merrowvista*  Massachusetts  had  the 
largest  delegation. 


The  most  distant  state  represented  -  Wisconsin  -  sent  as  a  fourth-year  camper  fire- 
j  eater  Jim  Shattuck.  You  very  probably  didn’t  know  it  but  Jim’s  dad  is  Foundation 
j  trustee  S.  Frank  Shattuck. 

Several  communities  and  high  schools  never  before  represented  at  Camp  Merrowvista 
sent  excellent  campers.  From  the  Litchfield  (Connecticut)  High  School  came  soccer- 
goalie  Stan  Wilson;  Kew  Gardens,  New  York  sent  Dick  Dawson;  although  he  talks  while 
he  sleeps  Don  McCabe  ably  represented  the  Irvington  (New  Jersey)  High  School;  Ken 
Brigham  came  from  Somers,  Connecticut  and  sang  in  the  male  quartet;  the  Dover  (New 
Hampshire)  High  School  sent  Wyatt  Webb  who  deba.tes  and  plays  the  clarinet  when  he 
isn’t  doing  something  else;  punster  Bob  Norton  from  the  White  Plains  (New  York)  High 
School  served  as  official  pianist  of  the  first-year  class;  the  Herkimer  (New  York) 
High  School  sent  two  swell  fellows  in  Bill  Parker  and  Dick  Rasbach. 

The  spirit  that  pervaded  the  camper  group  was  unusual.  Every  fello\v  enthusiastic¬ 
ally  participated  in  all  of  the  campfe  activities.  Each  morning  the  boys  made  it  a 
point  to  hop  out  of  bed  and  be  out  on  the  common  in  time  to  watch  Buckwalter,  Jr. 
come  ambling  doYm.  the  hill  to  lead  set-ups.  Then  everybody  made  a  bee-line  down  to 
the  lake  for  a  morning  dip. 

Wallace  was  cook  again  -  his  victuals  put  vreight  on  the  boys. 

Afaseka  (Lyndon  S.)  Boardslee  directed  the  camps  at  Merrowvista.  Buck  (17.  P*  Buck- 
v;alter)  Jr.  was  business  manager.  Eleanor  Robertson  served  as  camp  nurse. 

At  Grand  Council  the  Indian  name  of  ’’Kisuwa"  v/as  given  Herb  Schulze. 

Johnny  Nesline,  who  hadn*t  camped  at  Merrowvista  in  years,  returned  to  serve  as  a 
cabin  leader  and  inspector.  He  brought  along  his  attractive  wife,  Miriam, who  proved 
to  be  an  excellent  postmistress  and  candy  dispenser. 

Another  old-time  camper  who  came  back  to  be  a  cabin  leader  and  an  instructor  was 
Dick  Leonard.  He  taught  the  boys  a  couple  of  good  songs. 

The  first-year  campers  named  themselves  ’’Kodayas1'  and  selected  Jim  Moffat  as  their 
mentor.  Here  are  their  class  officers:  Bud  (Irving)  Macomber,  president;  Mai 
(Malcolm)  Taylor,  vice-president;  and  Adrian  Beaudoin,  secretary-treasurer. 

Bill  Daum,  1938  graduate,  was  a  cabin  loader  and  keoper  of  the  records. 

For  ten  days  the  Seneca  tribesmen  occupied  last  place  in  the  daily  tribal  standings 
while  the  Penobscots  topped  the  competition.  Alien  the  smoke  of  battle  lifted  it  was 
found  that  only  eighty  points  separated  the  top  and  bottom  tribes.  Here’s  the  way 
the  tribal  groups  ranked:  Mohicans,  Senecas,  Mohawks,  and  Penobscots. 


MBRROWVIS TA  BROADCASTING  CONTINUED 
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Underneath  the  kitchen  Dick  Dawson  had  his  menagerie  of  snakes,  toads,  spiders,  and 
!  whatnot.  Once  he  led  an  army  of  thirty  boys  down  there  to  show  them  how  to  feed 
|  frogs  to  snakes.  Much  to  his  surprise  thore  were  more  snakes  in  the  glass  cage  than 
he  had  put  there. 


John  Bowley  gave  the  boys  an  impressive  demonstration  of  how  to  pitch  horseshoes. 
His  ability  to  throw  ringers  enabled  him  to  win  the  camp  tournament. 


In  the  annual  camper-leader  softball  game  the  big-hearted  leaders  gave  the  campers 
a  four-run  lead  and  then  proceeded  to  demonstrate  a  few  fine  points  of  the  game. 
Yep,  the  leaders  won  seven  to  six. 


At  low  council  the  Mohicans  dramatized  "Casey 
at  the  Bat"  in  an  entertaining  fashion.  Andy 
Anderson’s  pantomime  as  the  umpire  got  many  a 
laugh.  The  Seneca  tribesmen  gave  in  silhou¬ 
ette  a  demonstration  of  baseball  pitching  that 
even  the  leader  team  would  have  had  difficulty 
hitting. 


The  camp  did  not  lack  musicians.  John  Hanson  displayed  his  versatility  by  playing 
a  guitar  and  harmonica  at  the  same  time.  Harpo  Stokes  sang  "The  Three  Little 
Fishes"  with  great  feeling. 


Dana  Hanson  had  no  idea  there  was  so  much  moisture  in  the  air  until  he  peered 
through  Ray  Rackoff’s  telescope  at  low  council. 

The  best  notebooks  in  camp  were  those  belonging  to  Bob  Glass,  Stan  Wilson,  and  Wyatt 
Webb.  They  tied  for  the  highest  notebook  average.  Gordon  MacDowell  was  runner-up. 

Charlie  Coffey,  Bill  Halliday,  Bob  Hanle,  Don  McCabe,  Bob  Sidner,  Bert  Squier,  and 
Walt  Temple  combined  forces  and  captured  the  state  shield  for  thoir  home  state  - 
New  Jersey. 

The  1939  graduates  were  Norm  Capen,  Jim  Shat tuck  and  Henry  Steadman. 

Dave  Groen  and  Barratt  Cullen  spent  a  busy  two  weeks  at  Merrowvista,  took  time  out 
for  a  bit  of  rest,  and  then  attended  the  Older  Boys  Camp  at  Miniwanca. 

Last  winter’s  hurrican  carried  to  the  ground  many  a  tree  in  the  Center  Ossipee  area. 
The  state  and  federal  governments  put  a  large  number  of  men  at  work  salvaging  the 
fallen  timber.  The  little  sawmill  at  the  lower  end  of  Danhole  Lake  was  operating  on 
a  twenty-four  hour  schedule  last  spring  and  most  of  the  summer.  It  consumed  so  much 
water  for  power  purposes  that  the  level  of  the  lake  was  lowered  several  foot*  The 
winter  and  spring  rains  will  probably  raise  the  water  level  to  normal  elevation  in¬ 
asmuch  as  the  sawmill  is  not  likely  to  be  on  a  busy  schedule  much  longer. 


Foundation  trustee  Alfred  H.  Avery  had  installed  under  the  Assembly  Hall  a  small 
electric  light  plant  of  sufficient  capacity  to  furnish  light  for  nights’  doings  and 
other  evening  activities  of  the  camp. 
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THIS  IS  STILL  MERROWVISTA  BROADCASTING 


THE  1939  OLDER  GIRLS  CAMP  was  the  largest  Merrowvista  has  had  during  the  past  dec¬ 
ade.  Hinety- two  campers  from  ten  states  and  twenty-eight  leaders  spent  two  delight¬ 
ful  weeks  together.  All  of  the  camper  cabins,  a  class  cabin,  and  three  tents  were 
required  to  house  the  girls.  Many  a  camper  asked  for  a  bed  in  a  tent. 

New  Jersey’s  delegation  outnumbered  the  others  but  the  Massachusetts*  group  would 
have  been  as  large  if  one  more  camper  could  have  been  found. 

Girls  came  from  communities  in  which  Merrowvista  has  not  had  campers.  From 
Metuchen,  New  Jersey  came  Mary  Louise  Crowell  and  Jean  Herrstrom,  two  versatile 
campers;  mountain  ballad  singer,  Iva  Dean  Keeney,  represented  the  hamlet  of  Ruth, 
Kentucky;  Ruth  Anselmo  and  her  little  Swiss  hat  came  from  the  Irvington  (  New  Jer¬ 
sey)  High  School;  Narberth,  Pennsylvania  had  an  able  representative  in  Betty  Anne 
Hartey;  Elaine  Fritz  from  the  Litchfield  (Connecticut)  High  School  was  elected  to  a 
class  office;  the  Richmond  Hill  (New  York)  Baptist  Church  of  which  Founder  Homer  J. 
Armstrong  is  pastor,  sent  Margaret  Clark  who  has  a  fine  camping  spirit;  Doris  Mae 
Potwine,  a  business  girl,  came  from  the  Hazardville  (Connecticut)  Methodist  Church 
whose  pastor  is  Founder  C.  Homer  Ginns;  the  Parent-Teacher  Association  of  the 
White  Plains  (New  York)  High  School  wras  ably  represented  by  Marjorie  Bannon  who  had 
one  of  the  high  notebook  averages. 

The  Merrowvista  leaders  were  a  busy  lot.  Capt  Adams  and  "Eleanor  Holmes"  Steinhauer 
had  charge  of  outdoor  activities;  Marge  Fort  and  Esther  Urie  administered  the  ques¬ 
tionnaire  work:  Alcye  Hitchner  and  Ruth  Filbin  kept  the  camp  records;  the  postmis¬ 
tress  was  Abbie  Howe;  Libby  Weston  gave  up  teaching  chemistry  to  handsome  male  en¬ 
gineering  students  so  that  she  could  serve  as  camp  banker,  the  storekeepers  were 
Dutchess  Walstrom,  Mary  Laird  and  Rosemary  Mueller;  Dot  Stryker  got  an  excellent 
choir  together;  Mrs.  Blair,  Silas  Marker,  Tommy  Weston,  Ella  May  Collins,  and  Anne 
Collins  taught  courses. 

The  campers  sure  liked  Ruthie  LeRoy’s  specialty  "chewing  gum". 

An  innovation  in  nights’  doings  was  "At  Home  Night"  when  various  campers  enter¬ 
tained.  A  funny  burlesque  of  "Information  Please"  put  on  by  a  team  of  campers  and 
three  staid  male  members  of  the  faculty  provided  many  a  laugh. 


Betty  Morley’s  demonstration  of  changes  in  women’s  costumes  was  one  of  the  most 
original  bits  of  entertainment  given  at  low  council;  another  ’was  Cricket  Hall’s 
imitation  of  Scotch  bagpipe  music. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  camp  was  the 
World’s  Fair.  The  opening  number  saw 
Mrs.  Blair,  Ma  Watson,  and  Capt  Adams  as 
"Three  Little  Maids"  in  bathing  suits  of 
1492  vintage.  At  the  close  of  an  original 
song  Mrs.  Blair  got  dunked. 

So  close  was  the  tribal  competition  among  the  six  tribes  that  only  sixty  points  sep¬ 
arated  the  first-place  Narragansetts  and  the  last-place  Mohicans.  Here  is  the  final 
standing  of  the  tribes:  Narragansetts,  Senecas,  Penobscots,  Algonquins,  Mohawks, 
and  Mohicans. 
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MERROWVISTA  BROADCASTING  STILL  CONTINUED 


A  very  unique  skit  titled  "The  Progress  of  Transportation"  was  put  on  by  Helena  An¬ 
derson,  Ruth  Anselmo,  Cynthia  Bailey,  Pearl  Brown,  Mary  Isabelle  Henry,  Mary  Louise 
Crowell,  Edith  Lingle,  Doris  Potwino,  Margaret  Henze,  and  Beatrice  Leibert. 

The  highest  notebook  average  was  achieved  by  Lenna  Palmer  of  the  second-year  class. 
The  three  best  notebooks  among  those  of  the  first-year  girls  belonged  to  Marjorie 
Bannon,  Edith  Lingle,  and  Mildred  Thomas. 

Five  girls.  Carmen  Tillinghast,  Marjorie  Bannon,  Margaret  Clark,  Marion  Domedion, 
and  Tommy  Morell  came  out  of  Hew  York  and  won  the  shield  for  the  Empire  State. 

"Wayons"  was  selected  by  the  first-year  girls  as  the  Indian  name  of  their  class. 

The  class  officers  are:  Iva  Dean  Keeney,  president*  Elaine  Fritz,  vice-president; 
Charlotte  Hall,  secretary;  and  Mary  Louise  Crowell,  treasurer. 

•  '  1  0  *3  ic  •  ••• 

The  1939  graduating  class  included  Virginia  Banning,  Ruth  Herrman,  Mary  Howe,  Beat¬ 
rice  Liebert,  Elyn  Ann  McKee,  Helen  Peck,  and  Dorothy  White. 

Poppy  Wagner’s  talk  before  the  public  speaking  class  on  "My  First  Airplane  Ride" 
will  be  recorded  in  Merrowvista  history  as  a  classic.  It  even  brought  tears  to 
Mrs.  Blair’s  eyes. 

Merrowvista  campers  Abbie  Howe,  Betty  Morley,  Ruth  Herrmann,  and  Capt  Adams  attended 
the  Older  Girls  Camp  at  Miniwanca 

HIGHLIGHTS  OF  THE  MERROWVISTA  YOUNGER  GIRLS  CAMP  -  Thalia  Weston 

To  fifteen  girls,  the  dates  July  24  to  August  20  mean  but  one  thing  -  Merrowvista 
Younger  Girls!  Our  regular  camp  day  started  with  morning  dip  and  included  Christian 
Ideals  class,  handicrafts,  swimming,  games.  Vespers,  and  nights’  doings.  In  addi¬ 
tion  we  made  marionettes  and  gave  a  gypsy  play  written  by  Mrs.  Blair. 

There  was  much  rivalry  between  our  two  tribes,  the  Wahwahtaysees  and  the  Penacooks. 
The  Penacooks  won  the  swimming  meet  while  the  Wahwahtaysees  got  the  laurels  in  the 
track  meet.  So  close  were  the  scores  that  you  can  easily  imagine  the  cheers  and 
shouts  when  it  was  announced  that  the  Wahwahtaysees  had  won  the  shield. 

Twice  we  cooked  our  supper  on  the  "beach"  -  and  did  those  hot  dogs  and  ears  of 
roasted  com  taste  good!  One  morning  some  of  the  leaders  rose  bright  and  early  to 
prepare  fireplaces  for  our  out-of-doors  breakfast.  Our  appetites  proved  that  there 
is  nothing  as  good  as  eggs  and  bacon  fried  on  a  rock  in  the  early  morning. 

One  of  the  nicest  trips  we  took  was  through  the  Finkham  and  Franconia  notches.  Al¬ 
though  it  was  a  cloudy  day,  we  caught  many  glimpses  of  different  mountains,  such  as 
Washington,  Madison,  Jefferson,  and  Carter  Dome,  and  our  patience  was  at  last  re¬ 
warded  when  we  saw  "Old  Man  of  the  Mountains".  What  excitement  there  was  when  we 
learned  that  we  were  to  go  up  above  the  clouds  on  Cannon  Mountain  tramway.  At  the 
top  we  saw  a  novel  sight  -  our  shadows  outlined  grotesquely  on  the  clouds  below  us. 

Now  those  happy  days  are  but  a  golden  memory  and  yet  with  each  of  us  there  remains 
those  special  things  which  we  have  carried  into  our  everyday  lives. 
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TWO  NEW  MINIWANCA  CLASSES 


The  first-year  class  of  the  Older  Girls  Camp  this  year  chose  the  name  of  "Wowidaka” , 
and  the  officers  elected  are:  Katharine  Cook,  president;  Mary  Ann  McCarthy,  vice- 
president;  Mae  Cooper,  secretary;  and  Peggy  Gilliam,  treasurer.  There  were  172 
girls  in  the  Wowidaka  class  *  including  the  Home  Economics  group. 


"Akita”  is  the  class  name  chosen  by  the  first-year  class  of  the  Older  Boys  Camp  this 
year.  Bill  Oliver  was  elected  president;  Conrad  Mueller,  vice-president;  Sam  Cook, 
secretary;  James  Bachemin,  treasurer.  The  Akita  class  is  the  largest  first-year 
class  in  the  history  of  the  Foundation  with  a  total  of  243  members. 


CAMP  PICTURES 


A  number  of  letters  have  come  in  from  campers  of  the  past  summer  telling  of  the  very 
fine  pictures  they  have  taken  of  camp  scenes  and  how  proud  they  are  of  them.  In 
some  cases  they  have  sent  copies  to  the  Founder  office.  This  is  a  whale  of  an  idea 
because  each  year  we  prepare  a  scrapbook  of  pictures  taken  during  the  current  camping 
season,  and  the  1939  book  is  right  now  being  made  up. 


Be  sure  to  look  over  your  camp  pictures  of  the  past  summer,  pick  out  the  best  shots, 
and  send  them  in  to  the  Founder  office.  And  don’t  be  surprised  if  some  of  them  show 
up  later  in  some  of  our  camp  literature. 


1940  CAMP  REGISTRATIONS 

This  year  again  we  had  top  registrations  in  all  camping  units. 
The  Older  Girls  Camp  and  the  Older  Boys  Camp  at  Miniwanca  -were 
filled  to  overflowing  and  the  Merrowvista  Older  Girls  Camp  was 
so  full  we  were  compelled  to  turn  over  class  houses  to  be  used 
for  living  quarters. 

With  all  of  these  things  in  mind  it  is  certainly  going  to  bo  a 
mighty  smart  Founder  girl  and  fellow  who  will  be  wise  enough 
to  get  his  or  her  reservation  in  bright  and  early  for  the  1940 
camps.  Better  drop  a  post  card  right  now  to  the  Founder  office 
telling  us  to  save  a  place  for  you  in  next  summer’s  camp. 

CAMP  SAVINGS  CLUB 


Wl  5E 


Yes,  indeed,  the  Camp  Savings  Club  will  function  again  this  year.  An  increasing 
number  of  campers  and  leaders  are  using  this  plan  for  accumulating  their  camp  fees 
for  the  next  summer’s  camp. 


By  using  the  Camp  Savings  Club  plan  you  may  send  us  a  certain  amount  each  month 
through  June,  receive  $3.00  -credit,  and  have  your  entire  camp  fee  paid  before  camp 
opens.  You  may  join  the  club  anytime  on  or  before  March  25.  However  the  best  plan 
is  to  join  in  November  and  thus  make  the  monthly  payments  smaller. 

If  anything  should  turn  up  to  prevent  your  coming  to  camp  every  bit  of  the  money  you 
have  paid  in  will  be  refunded.  In  other  words  this  is  just  a  good  old-fashioned 
savings  plan  without  a  single  risk  attached  to  it.  Details  of  the  Camp  Savings  Club 
plan  will  soon  be  sent  out  to  all  campers  and  leaders. 
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YOUTH  WEEK  CONFERENCES 


On  October  1  The  American  Youth  Foundation  will  add  to  its  year-round  national  pro¬ 
gram  a  new  type  of  community  service.  Under  the  plan  the  enthusiastic  cooperation 
of  leaders  in  a  community  is  first  obtained.  Then  arrangements  are  made  for  the  en¬ 
tire  staff  of  the  Foundation  to  spend  a  full  week  in  the  community  during  which  time 
they  address  high  school  assemblies,  noonday  luncheon  clubs,  and  special  groups; 
confer  with  leaders  of  young  people,  church  workers,  and  other  community  leaders; 
and  counsel  with  boys  and  girls  who  request  interviews* 

The  week’s  program  revolves  around  the  daily  conference  of  selected  high  school  stu¬ 
dents.  This  representative  group  is  released  from  school  the  last  period  of  each 
day  for  the  sole  purpose  of  enabling  the  boys  and  girls  to  participate  in  the  late 
afternoon  program.  The  daily  program  consists  largely  of  an  inspirational  and 
thought-provoking  address  before  the  entire  conference  followed  by  a  division  of  the 
students  into  discussion  groups  led  by  staff  members. 


The  fall  schedule  of  the  Foundation  already  includes  three  youth  week  conferences. 
The  location  and  dates  of  these  are  as  follows:  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  October  8  to 
13;  Belleville,  Illinois  -  October  30  to  November  4;  and  South  Bend,  Indiana  -  Dec¬ 
ember  4  to  9. 


If  you  and  your  associates  are  interested  in  promoting  a  youth  week  conference  in 
your  community  write  the  Founder  office  for  full  information. 


ROSTERS  FOR  1939  LEADERS  AND  CAMPERS 

With  this  issue  of  THE  FOUNDER  FIRE  comes  a  complete  roster  of  the  leaders  and  camp¬ 
ers  of  the  1939  camping  unit  which  you  attended.  This  is  a  Founder  service  for  your 
convenience  -  be  sure  to  make  use  of  it. 

rf  ■ 


CAMP  PROSPECTS  -  PERSONALLY  RECOMMENDED 


Here  again  Founders  will  have  to  swing  into  action  early  if  they  are  going  to  get 
their  friends  into  the  1940  camps.  This  also  applies  to  local  youth  organizations 
interested  in  sending  young  people  to  camp  next  summer.  Right  now  better  drop  a 
letter  to  the  Founder  office  and  enclose  a  list  of  those  to  whom  you  would  like  us 
to  send  literature.  This  is  very  important. 

OUR  CAMPS  FOR  YOUNGER  GIRLS  AND  BOYS 

The  various  units  of  the  1939  Founder  camps  for  boys  and  girls  of  eleven  to  seven¬ 
teen  years  of  age  were  attended  by  312  leaders  and  campers.  Our  junior  camps  are  a 
very  vital  part  of  our  Founder  program  and  very  definitely  have  as  their  objectives 
Christian  character  development  and  leadership  training. 


Be  sure  to  send  us  the  names  and  addresses  of  any  prospects  you  may  have  for  these 
junior  camps,  and  we  shall  be  glad 
to  send  them  full  information  about 
the  camping  unit  in  which  they  are 
interested.  Reservations  should  be 
made  early  as  there  are  definite  en¬ 
rolment  limits. 


CHAT 


SHEET 
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Bob  Dessecker,  secretary  of  the  newly- organ! zed  Canton  Founder  Fellowship,  sends 
word  of  Founder  activity  in  that  quarter.  Bolton  Strauck  was  elected  president 
of  the  organization  and  Walt  Wichern  their  traffic  manager  at  their  opening  meet¬ 
ing  which  had  an  attendance  of  forty-four  Founders.  The  traffic  manager  is  to 
see  that  all  the  fellows  from  Canton  have  transportation  to  camp  next  year.  Other 
Founder  groups  please  take  notice. 

* 

* 

Margaret  Reinhardt,  Miniwanca  camper  of  1934  and  1935,  after  fourteen  months  of 
study  abroad  at  the  University  at  Bahn/Rhine,  Germany,  has  returned  again  to  her 
home  in  Normandy,  Missouri,  safe  and  soundJ  She  came  back  to  America,  on  the  last 
crossing  of  the  S.S. Hamburg. 

And  here's  good  news  about  a  1936  Miniwanca  leader.  On  the  first  of  September 
Frances  Whitworth  became  the  Associate  Editor  of  The  Baptist  Training  Union  Maga¬ 
zine  in  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Herb  Schulze  writes:  "On  Wednesday,  August  30,  twenty-two  ivlerrowvista  Founders 
met  here  at  East  Craftsbury,  Vermont,  for  a  get-together.  Tunbridge  and  Chelsea 
came  in  full  force,  as  well  as  the  campers  in  this  section.  After  a  picnic  on 
one  of  our  hilltops  we  met  in  the  church  for  pictures.  Lin  Hodgdon  brought  along 
his  Miniwanca  views."  No  sir,  you  just  can’t  keep  fellow  Founders  apart l 

r  r  ,  |  ’ 

Two  new  future  campers J  Mr.  and  Mrs*  Philip  Icke  write  that  Philip  Kerner  Icke 
arrived  on  August  8.  Philip  senior  was  a  graduate  of  Miniwanca  in  1927.  And  a 
prospect  for  the  Girls  Camp,  Marian  Frances  Board,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs# 

Shirley  Board  (Harriet  Rex)  on  the  7th  of  July. 

FOUNDER  WEDDINGS 

Helen  Bartholomew,  Miniwanca  graduate  of  1937,  was  married  to  Mr#  Robert  Sheidler 
on  the  25th  of  August. 

Vernor  Morris,  1928  Miniwanca  graduate,  and  Miss  Edith  Louise  Fienning  were 
married  on  July  29. 

Jean  Palmer,  Miniwanca  leader  from  1926  to  1936,  and  Dr.  Charles  P.  Small  were 
married  on  July  8. 

Agnes  Cant,  1928  and  1929  camper,  is  now  Mrs#  F.  J.  McGivern  of  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Caryl  Morse,  Miniwanca  Founder  of  1933,  became  Mrs#  Hibberd  Van  Buren  Kline,  Jr#, 
on  the  5th  of  August. 

Martha  Proetz,  1938  camper,  was  married  on  June  16  to  Oliver  F.  Oldendorph. 

Irene  Hayes,  Miniwanca  graduate  of  1931,  is  now  Mrs#  C.  J.  Deister. 

And  on  Saturday,  October  21,  Marian  (Pal)  Palmer,  Miniwanca  graduate  of  1936, 
will  become  Mrs*  Russell  Miller.  They  will  make  their  home  at  1214  Bellevue, 
Richmond  Heights,  Missouri. 
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